Charlie’s Chatter from August

No meeting was held in the month of August, but that
didn’t mean members of the club were inactive. Early
in the month a large number trekked up to the Keewe-
naw peninsula (with many beautiful and bountiful
stops along the way) for this year’s Copper Country
Mineral Retreat. It sounds like a great time was had
by those who attended. They will be sharing their finds
with us at the September meeting. Then, on Sunday,
August 20th, we descended on the Matz’s home for the
annual picnic. Many members attended. Though
forced inside for a short time due to some threatening
weather, overall it was a beautiful day. The food was
good, the friendship was even better. Many enjoyed a
tour of the workshop and displays in the basement.
There might have been a tinge of envy among some,
seeing what the Matz have done. Thanks John and
Jane for the wonderful hospitality. Finally, the last
Saturday of the month found a group of members and
friends visiting the Lafarge Quarry in Alpena. After a
great explanation of what the company does on the site,
members were escorted to two separate areas of tailings
and debris to pick at their heart’s content. It was a
pleasant day and members came away with buckets of
“treasures.” Special thanks to Hollis and Karen Tho-
mas for helping to arrange the trip and giving guidance
to some of the “newbies” while there. Pictures of these
activities can be found elsewhere in the newsletter.
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HELP IS NEEDED!!!
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Upcoming Meeting

September 20th

Long Program—“Copper
Country Mineral Retreat,
2011” Review

Members who attended
should bring their “best”
finds and be prepared to
talk about them.

Short Program—“Lafarge
Quarry Trip, 2011” Review

Members who attended
should bring their “best”
finds and be prepared to
talk about them.

Door prized Gary Bull

Snacks:
- Jim Pillars
- Judy Owen
- Bonnie Reed
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If you have an idea for a-Binute or long program, or would like to stones
contribute snacks or a door prize for an upcoming meeting in 2011,
please contact Don Reed at reedrocks@yahoo.com
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Words from the President Meet the Members

! September 2011

|

i Hope you all had a great summer and had
|some chances to go out and find some nice

iadditions to your collections or that special
i piece to use for jewelry creations.

Name: Tom Fordyce
Hometown: Empire, MI

éYears in the Club: 6

What lead you to becoming a rockhound?
Received a nice collection of rocks when my
grandfather passed away

| The September 24 and 25 GTARMC Club

| Rock and Mineral Show will be here in a few
idays. We still need helpers to set up on Fri-
-day morning and to take down on Sunday af-
lternoon. We also need attendants for the

ki dés tables and th
iat the entrance to the show. People to bring
-food / snacks for the vendors are also re-
!quired. It is two long days for the vendors
land a simple lunch along with snacks and

| desserts is very welcome. Contact Tom For-
idyce or sign up at the September 20 meeting.
:Show flyers are available to place at your
!work, church, stores, and any other place you
I can think of. Contact me now or pick some

| up at the September meeting for those last

Favorite rock or mineral: all of them, but

especiglly ocean jasper, Vlctorla tone and
eLe%/ E\bﬁle é ? ﬁ st a‘t I C

Favorite GTARMC activities: the auction,
summer picnic, and Christmas party, and
meetings

Favorite collecting sites: any place with
rocks; beaches, gravel pits, driveways, road

‘cuts

What do you do with your rocks? jewelry

i minute locations. and cabo-
: chons and
Invite your friends, co-workers, family, or show

i perfect (or imperfect) strangers to our club them off

ishow The dates again are Saturday, Septem-
ber 24 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sun- :
day, September 25 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00
'p.m.

|

 See you there !

! Lauren Vaughn

MINERAL HUMOR

H

H
"0.K., which one of you guys is taking these steroids | |m
found in the locker room?" -
-

H

H

H

(The largest of these Karnataka Province, India crystals weighs about 18
pounds!)
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Pictures from the August activities
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BALL BURS

‘1 use ball burs quite a bit for carving and for cleaning up bits of solder that :
‘need to be removed. Ball burs seem to be more controllable than other
Lcutting burs. They're less apt to grab and walk over your piece leaving
‘nasty scars. And I've found that size matters. The large 8-10 millimeter
'size is a useful size for carving off bulk material while the small half mil-
limeter or less size can be used at high speed for signing your name on the

' back of the piece.

CLEANING STEEL SHOT

Steel shot in a vibratory or rotary tumbler works great to burnish up your
finished silver pieces. Surfaces are shined and hardened by the shot im-
‘pinging on it. Carbon steel shot can get rusty and even stainless steel can
-develop a blackish coating that's hard to remove. My solution of choice
'to clean the shot is Classic Coke. Just pour an ounce or two over the shot
-and let the tumbler run for an hour or so. A bad case might require a sec-
‘ond cleaning. I'm no chemist, but I've heard that it's the phosphoric acid i |n

. Coke that does the trick.

EWhiIe you're waiting for the shot to clean up, just settle back and enjoy
the rest of the Coke.

' More BenchTips by Brad Smith (Santa Monica, CA) are at
i groups.yahoo.com/group/BenchTips or Facebook.com/BenchTips

The Grand Traverse Area Rock
and Mineral Club (GTARMC) is
open fo the public. Promoting
our hobby is our goal.

All regular meetings &
classes are held at the History
Center (the old library) on Sixth
Street in Traverse City on the
Third Tuesday of each month,
at 7pm, unless posted otherwise
in the newsletter.

If you have received a com-
plementary newsletter, we wel-
come you to attend our next
meeting. You do not have fo
be a member to attend the
meetings of the GTARMC.

The Grand Traverse Area
Rock and Mineral Club is affili-
ated with the American Fed-
eration of Mineralogical Socie-
fies and the Midwest Federa-
fion of Mineralogical and Geo-
logical Societies.

. And Jewelry Show
« - info at www.michmin.org

E Events of Interest E
< Toledo Gem & Rockhound Show Sept9-11 o
« - info at www.rockyreader.com .
* GTARMC Rock & Mineral Show Sept24-25 ¢
e Greater Detroit Gem, Mineral, Fossil Oct 14 - 16 .

Adult $15.00 / Jr. (8-17) $5.00

CLUB OFFICERS 2011

276-6150
369-2294

Lauren Vaughn, President
Don Reed, Vice President
Lynne VanNess, Secretary
Maric-Anne DO6Hooghe,

maple2b@aol.com
reedrocks@yahoo.com
artist342@gmail.com
F699e/896 u merin-anné@ekrapidsnet.com

Dutch Zonderman, Education 271-6878
Dave Speirs, Newsletter Editor  995-9056
Lauren Vaughn, Webmaster  276-6150

rzonderman34@hotmail.com
djspeirs@charter.net
maple2b@aol.com

Annual Membership

Couple $20.00
(children $3 ea.)

Dues are payable to:
GTARMC

c¢/o Maria-A n n e
Treasurer

P.O. Box 218

Kewadin, M1 49648-0218

D6Hpog



