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Charlieõs Chatter from December 
 

Ho, Ho, Ho, NO SNOW!!!  But, that didnõt stop members 

from enjoying a fantastic Christmas party.  After an hour  

of mingling with friends we got down to the real business 

at hand - feasting.  With everyone bringing their favorite 

dishes, a table of sumptuous food was presented to the 64 

members and guests in attendance.  Again, the star of 

the evening was the delectable prime rib prepared by the 

Rothgarbers.  .Mary Lou and Ed, it just keeps getting 

better every year.  Thank you.  After dessert Prez 

Vaughn called a brief meeting to order.  Special recogni-

tion was given to three members who are retiring from 

their positions after having given much time and effort to 

further the goals and mission of the club: Lynne Van 

Ness, club secretary; Cynthia Vaughn, Show publicity co-

ordinator; and Dutch Zondervan, educational director.  

Tom Fordyce will be following Dutch as education direc-

tor, bur the club is still in need of a secretary and coordi-

nator of publicity for the Septmeber show.  If you would 

like to fill either position please contact Lauren.  The 

other officers of the club for 2011 have agreed to serve in 

the same position for 2012.  these include: Lauren 

Vaughn, President; Don Reed, vice -president; and Maria -

Anne DõHooghe.  Their acceptance was passed unani-

mously.  Rockhound of the Month was Lynne Van Ness 

for her excellent work as the clubõs secretary this past 

year.  Balloting for Rockhound of the Year was conducted 

during the meeting.  The winner will be announced at the 

January meeting.  In keeping with the spirit of the sea-

son, three doors prizes were drawn.  Winner of a delight-

ful floating candle, donated by Lorna Coe, was Gary Bull.  

Kimberly Olson held the lucky number for a beautiful 

jade elephant donated by Hollis Thomas.  Finally, Jane 

Matz received a colorful creation of fused glass donated 

by Jacqueline Swain.  Thank you to all club members 

who donated prizes this year for maybe the most eagerly 

anticipated portion of every meeting.  2011 was a year of 

great growth (see Maria -Anneõs article on the next page) 

and great activities.  More of the same is expected for 

2012.  Hope to see yõall next meeting. 

Upcoming Meetings  
 

January 17 th  

 

Best of Tucson 2011 
 

Presentation  

by  

Don Reed  

Showing us whatõs be-

hind and under the 

counters at the show  

 
 

Short program  

òFossil Hunting in 

Pennsylvaniaó 

With  

Lauren Vaughn  
 

Door prize -  

 

Snacks: 
   -  Peter Smith 

   -  Margaux Smith 

   -  Charlene Abernathy 
   -  Lorna Coe.  
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2012 Calendar  
 
 

If you have an idea for a 5-minute 

or long program, or would like to 

contribute snacks or a door prize 

for an upcoming meeting in 2012, 

please contact Don Reed at reed-

rocks@yahoo.com 
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Notes from the Treasurer  

January 2012 
 

We are ending the year with a total member-

ship of 141 (63 couples, 74 singles and 4 jun-

iors for a total of 204 members). 

The club has been growing at a rapid pace 

over the last six months: 

Starting with the June meeting we have a total 

of 30 new memberships consisting out of 40 

new members. 

Paid for 2012 are 68 memberships for a total 

of 100 member exactly 

63 membership are due for renewal for 

2012.  Our membership dues are expected to 

be paid by the January meeting.  If you do not 

plan to be at that meeting please send me a 

check made out to GTARMC to the address 

below. 

If paying during the January meeting I would 

prefer a check or exact change.  I know that is 

not always possible but if a good percentage 

tries to do that it makes my live a lot easier 

and less time waiting in line to pay me. 

Every year we have a number of members 

not renewing for one reason or other.  If 

that is the case with you please drop us 

quick note to the yahoo mailbox: 

 tcrockhounds@yahoo.com.  

 

Hope to hear from you soon, 

Maria-Anne DôHooghe, Treasurer 

P.O. Box 218 

Kewadin, MI 49648-0218 

Many enjoyed the treat brought by Mary Ann 
Warner at the October meeting and requested 
the recipe.  Here it is!!! 
 
Pumpkin Cheese Squares 

  
2 cups flour                1 cup brown sugar 
1 cup oatmeal             1 cup butter 
  
Mix and pat into large sheet pan.  Bake at 350* for 15 min. 
  
Meanwhile, mix: 
2   8 oz. pkg. cream cheese      1/2 cup sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla                             2 eggs 
  
 Pour over crust and bake additional 15 min. Bake until cheese 
layer pretty well set. 
  
Now mix: 
2 cups pumpkin  (small can, not pie mix)            1 tsp. vanilla 
1 large can evaporated milk                                3 tsp. pumpkin 
pie spice 
3/4 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
  
Mix well and gently pour over cheese layer. I use a small 
measuring cup to pour over cheese, small amount at a time. If 
poured directly it can break into cheese layer.  Bake 20 min-
utes, then sprinkle on topping and bake additional 15 minutes.  
  
Topping:  
  
1 cup chopped pecans                1 cup brown sugar 
3 Tbs. melted butter  
  
These can be made in a 9 x 11 pan, but I would cut the crust 
and topping by half. I'd use the same amt of cheese layer and 
pumpkin layer. Just make sure cheese layer is set before add-
ing pumpkin and pumpkin layer is pretty well set before adding 
topping or it will disappear into pumpkin. 
  
Enjoy,  Mary Ann Warner 

Help Needed 

 
The Rock Club is still looking to fill the fol-

lowing positions: 
 

 - club secretary 

 - Show publicity coordinator 

 

* Please consider helping * 

40th Annual Auction  

Schoolcraft College    March 3 & 4  

Mineral & Lapidary Material  

Fliers available at meeting  
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Pictures from the Christmas Party  
 

 

 

  Ed and Dutch prepare to serve the  

  main course  

            Good conversation and great food!!  
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Largest Opal?  
 

The beautiful opal shown to the left was re-

cently found in southern Australia.  At 

55,000 carats, it is claimed to be the worldõs 

largest (though this is disputed by the 

American Opal Society).  A larger picture 

and additional information can be found at 

the website below. 

 
 

http://www.justluxe.com/community/worlds-largest-opal-matrix-found-in-australia_a_1669977.php  

       Rockhound of the MONTH  
 

  Lynne van ness     

                ¹ december  ¹ 

    
 
 
 

Door prize winners 
at the Christmas party. 

http://www.justluxe.com/community/worlds-largest-opal-matrix-found-in-australia_a_1669977.php

