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Charlieõs Chatter from October 

Prez Vaughn called our meeting to order at 7:07 pm.  

Lauren had to use his òmanlyó voice since the microphone 

was not working.  In spite the start of hunting season, 

the crowd was the largest in my memory (poor as it is).  

Seventy-four members and guests crowded together to 

share the evening. Sixteen guests and new members* 

were in attendance (from TC we had Jim, Stacey, Claire, 

Laura, Breanne, Carl, Tammy, Max, Richard, Melody, 

and Neil; Mike from Kalkaska; Diantha from Eastport; 

Benetta from Houston; and coming the farthest were 

Girish and Raji from India).  The secretaryõs and treas-

urerõs* reports were given and accepted as read (Thank 

you, Lucy, for helping out Lynne).  We missed VP Don 

Reed who was home recuperating from knee surgery.   

Rockhound of the Month was Maria -Anne DõHooghe for 

all the work she does as treasurer of the club.  We really 

appreciate you time and effort, Maria -Anne.  Winner of 

the door prize, a beautiful Petoskey stone heart donated 

by Marshall Collins, was Lorna Coe.  Tom Fordyce re-

minds members to use the entire surface of the wheels 

when using the polishers in the workroom.  Evidently, 

someone is using just the middle of the wheel as it is 

badly worn there. The History Center is setting up a ge-

ology exhibit.  If you would like to help or donate speci-

mens please contact Lauren. Lynne indicated she will be 

leaving her post as club secretary at the end of the year.  

Also, the club is still in need of a new publicity person.  If 

you are interested in taking classes in cabochons or 

silversmithing sign up at the meetings.  Prior to the 

break, John Harland, Jim Reaume, and Lauren Vaughn 

shared their meteorites with us.  Snacks were provided 

by Mary Collins, Teddy Page, and Dave Speirs.  The 

main presentation was given by Joe Brooks of the Grand 

Traverse Astronomical Society.  He shared his knowledge 

of meteors, meteoroids, and meteorites, including their 

formation and life cycle.  Interesting facts included that 

they enter the atmosphere at 10 -26 mph and usually 

burn up 60 -90 miles above the Earth at over 2000 de-

grees.  Meteorites fall nearly uniformly across the planet.  

Further info can be found at www.gtastro.org.  
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There will be a silversmithing workshop 

each Wednesday in January from 7 pm 

until 10 pm.  Cost is $1 per night. It is 

for those who have taken the beginners 

course. It is not a Beginners course. Call 

John Matz if you plan to attend or have 

questions. It will be held in the basement 

of the History Center.  

Holiday Party 
 

Sunday, December 4 

 

Social hourð4:00 pm 

dinnerð5:00 pm 
 

prime rib provided 

 

Bring: tableware, 

drinks (wine, no alco-

hol), a dish to pass, 

something for the chil-

drensô giving tree 

(gloves, hats, socks, 

scarves, etc.) 

 

$5 for members / $8 for 

nonmembersðsign up 

by Nov 23.  Contact 

Lauren or Maria-Anne 

 

Also at the dinner, vot-

ing for officers and 

Rockhound of the Year 



       Rockhound of the MONTH  
 

  Maria -ANNE D½HOOGHE  

                ¹ october  ¹ 
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Pictures from the November Meeting  

Seventy - four attend the October meeting (top).  Joe Brooks, Grand Traverse As-

tronomical Society, shares his knowledge of meteorites (below left).  Lorna 

shows off her door prize, a beautiful Petoskey heart (below right).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos 

courtesy 

of  

         Margaux Smith  


